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January Newsletter 2017 

Dear Parent and Carers, 
This term is a great term for our children! Classes really settle down and become individual communities and children begin to 
develop new skills and grow in confidence. Exciting things are happening across the school from Chinese cooking to solving the 
problem of which materials stop water coming through the roof onto the animals! We continue to plan for the outside despite the 
cold weather and would encourage you to label your child’s clothes and provide us with wellington boots. Children love to explore 
outside and we plan to take them into our Wildlife Area to begin the Forest Skills work. 
 
Our school, like many others in the city and the country, is working hard to manage a reduced budget. The Governors are 
supporting me as Head to lead the school forward through this difficult time and I want to reassure you that the care and education 
of your child stays our top priority.  
 
Liz Jenkins, 
Headteacher 

 
 
  Governors 
It is a real privilege to be a Governor here at St. Werburgh’s Park Nursery. The dedication, enthusiasm and care exhibited 
by all our staff delivers some amazing results in a warm and welcoming environment. There are now only about 406 state 
maintained nurseries in England and 12 of them are in Bristol. They are, like so many other services, struggling in the face 
of financial cuts, but the benefits of early years education, as opposed to early years child care, will be with our children 
for the rest of their lives. They are worth it! 
 
One aspect of the Governor work is to monitor performance, working with staff and parents to ensure that every child 
gets the best possible start.  This involves regular assessments, use of learning diaries, staff and governor training, shared 
professional development and class observation.  Thank you for your support and encouragement. 

 
 

Jon Rogers 

Chair of 

Governors 

Staff news 
Sadly we are saying goodbye to Damon Lisseman in Purple Room at the end of this term. Damon is going to work for ‘Mud Pie 
Explorers’ which provides Forest School experiences for children & young people. We wish him the best of luck. 

 

Stay and Play 
Stay and Play is now being run by St. Werburgh’s Park Nursery School staff and volunteers. 
This is a popular weekly group with a range of play activities for all families with children under 5. We ask for a voluntary contribution 
of £1.50 towards the cost of running the group, fruit and resources. Thursday 9:15am – 11:00am.  Please share the word and come 
along!                                           

 

National All Party Political Group Westminster 
The meeting of the Maintained Nursery School APPG on Tuesday January 23rd went very well. Lucy Powell MP is shaping up well as 
Chair and Caroline Dinenage MP (Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Education) spok well as did Tulip Siddiq MP (Labour Shadow 
Minister for Early Years) and Meg Hillier MP (Chair of the Public Accounts Committee). 

Caroline Dinenage said “Nursery Schools are really important, especially to disadvantaged children as we see children really thrive in 

Nursery Schools when linked with blended education. The vision for Nursery Schools is for partnership working, which many already do 

and a clear focus on Pedagogical Leadership.  Unfortunately, what is shared in London doesn't always translate to what happens in 

Local Authorities. However, the above MPs want to know if the additional £55 million is not being used to keep schools open as 45 

Nursery Schools stated, in recent surveys, they could close by July 2017.” 

The recent article in The Guardian Newspaper https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/jan/24/one-in-10-nursery-schools-in-
england-face-closure-over-next-few-month  also highlights the precarious position some Maintained Nursery Schools are in. 
 You can also check out www.savenurseryschools.org for more information. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/jan/24/one-in-10-nursery-schools-in-england-face-closure-over-next-few-month
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/jan/24/one-in-10-nursery-schools-in-england-face-closure-over-next-few-month
http://www.savenurseryschools.org/


 
Illnesses 

So that we can reduce infections and illnesses for everyone at school, if your child is unwell please can you keep them at home until 
they are completely recovered.  Please contact us in the morning on the first day of any absence with the reason for absence. 

 

Parents, Teachers and Friends Association 
 

St Werburgh's Park Nursery School needs your help! 
We are looking for people to join the Parent, Teacher and Friends Association (the PTFA); currently a very small group of volunteers 
that organises fundraising events for our nursery. Past successes include cake sales, a toy sale, a fashion show, sponsored half-
marathons and woodwork workshops. These raised close to £2000, which has been used to contribute towards play therapy, the 
planned extension to the sensory room and projects with an artist educator who works with the children to develop things like the 
mud kitchen. 
 
 As school budgets decrease our contributions are becoming more important than ever.  If you can offer a few hours of your time 
each term, your skills can be put to good use. Any help is appreciated. Please don’t let inexperience or fear of the unknown put you 
off; get involved! If you don’t have the luxury of time, perhaps you could donate a raffle prize, sponsor an event, or introduce us to a 
local business owner who might be willing to?  
 
Please help to make sure that the nursery school continues to be an inspiring place that supports the children we love to learn in the 
most interesting, meaningful and memorable ways. Somewhere that is part of developing their understanding that life is huge 
opportunity and that they can make the most of it. 
 
If you’re interested or want to know more, follow the nursery school on Facebook and Twitter for updates and see what a difference 
you can make. 

 

Dates for your diary 
Friday 10th February – End of Term 3 
Monday 20th February – Start of Term 4 
Friday 7th April - End of Term 4 

Christmas Party 
Thank you to everyone who came to our Christmas party last term. We had a visit 

from Santa, ate delicious food and danced to Christmas music! 

 

Reminder 
Please can all parents/carers be aware that there should be no cycling on the pavements outside of the school. Small children can 

easily be knocked over. 

 

Medication in school 
Whenever possible medication should be given to children at home but if your child requires medication in school e.g. 

inhaler/epipens etc. please can you ensure that the school has current and up-to-date medication which must have a pharmacy 
prescription label on it. We are legally required to have this if you have been told your child needs this medication. We also have to 

complete the necessary paperwork with you before we can give any medication so please speak to the teacher or room leader about 
this if it affects your child. 

Wildlife Area/Forest School 
We are looking for a handful of volunteers to help us rejuvenate our wildlife area to make it more suitable for Forest School sessions. 

Please speak to a member of your child’s class team if you are available to help. 

Vouchers 
Please note we are now collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers. If you have any, please can you drop them in the box in 

Reception. These vouchers go towards new play equipment for the children. 
 

Fundraising 
Last term we held a ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ for Save The Children. Thank you to everyone who donated, we raised £68. 

Like our Facebook page – St Werburgh’s Park Nursery School and follow our Twitter for the latest news - @StWerburghsPark 


