
Forest School 

 
The children have been visiting Forest School  this 

term and have been taking lots of photos to share 

with you. Each classroom has their own page on our 

website which shares their latest news, photos and 

learning! Visit www.stwerburghs.com to read more.  
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May Newsletter 2018 – Term 5 

Dear Parents and Carers, we are hoping for more hot and sunny weather but we have already been out in the 

allotment digging and planting seeds. Any help you can offer with our allotment would be gratefully received as 

well as plants and seeds. The children have their own ‘digging’ area which they greatly enjoy  but I know they 

would just love to work alongside parents or carers out there---speak to your child’s class teacher if you can 

help us! I recently went up to the House of Commons to lobby once again for additional funding for Nursery 

Schools. Our local MP, Thangam Debbonaire, is fully supportive as is our Mayor, whose two oldest children 

attended this school and so knows first-hand the value of a Nursery School Education. We will be holding an 

Open Day on June 22nd and inviting our Local Councillors but please do support us in whatever way you can. 

Dates for your diary 
 

Monday 7th May = Whole school closed, Bank Holiday. 
Friday 25th May = Last day of term 5 
Monday 4th June = All children return for term 6. 
Friday 6th July = Inset Day, staff training. 

 

Governors 

Acting Headteacher appointment 

We are all delighted that our current Deputy 

Headteacher, Mandy Collier King, has been appointed 

as Acting Headteacher for the period September 2018 

to August 2019. Governors agreed that Mandy has all 

the skills and qualities we are looking for.  Her 

experience as a teacher and Special Needs Leader, 

both at St Werburgh’s and in previous posts, is further 

enhanced by her experience as Chair of Governors at 

Barley Close Primary School.  Governors are confident 

that, under Mandy’s leadership, the school will be able 

to build on its proven success and continue to move 

forward. 

 

Thank you to Dr Jon Rogers 

Jon Rogers, our former Chair of Governors, has 

stepped down from this role and has been replaced by 

Rebecca Nelson.  We really appreciate all the work 

that Jon has done in supporting the governance and 

leadership of the school in his time as Chair and 

formerly, Vice Chair, of the governing board. Thank 

you Jon and we know that you will remain a good 

friend of the school. 

End of the Summer Term 
The last day of the summer term (term 6) has changed 
from Monday 23rd of July to Friday 20th of July. We will 

not be closing at lunchtime as previously stated, so both 
the morning and afternoon sessions will be running.  

 
 

Speech and Language Sessions 
‘Chat to the team about your child’s speech, language 

and communication’ 
Thursday 10th May 2018: C1 with Stay and Play 9.30 – 11 
Thursday 5th July 2018: C3 9.30 – 11 
 

30 hour places 
If you are planning to apply or have applied for a 30 

hour place through HMRC please let us know as soon 
as possible. 

Plant Donations 
Our Gardener is preparing our wonderful garden for 
the summer and would be grateful for any donations 

of bedding plants to go in the garden. Thank you. 

http://www.stwerburghs.com/


 

Fruit and Snack Money 
Term 5 payment for fruit and snack money is £7. Please pay at reception. Thank you. 

Green Room 
In Green Room we have been working on 
strengthening our fingers for writing and 

practising writing our names using our name 
cards to copy at first. 

 
We have also been using 

problem solving and critical 

thinking in order to try to 

move the water away from 

the doorway and prevent it 

coming inside when the 

rain begins to flood. Some 

of us used buckets to scoop 

and some of us used crates 

to make a bridge and a 

boat! 

 

Bristol Based Parenting Courses Term 5 
 

Nurturing Programme for young parents of children 
aged 2-10:  
Starts: Wednesday 25th April for 10 weeks.  
Where: Stoke Park Primary  
Time: 1.15-3.15pm. 
Contact: Jade Sheeley 01173772840 
 
Triple P for the parents of children aged 3 -10 
Starts: Wednesday 23rd May for 8 weeks. 
Where: Brentry Children’s Centre 
Time: 6.00-8.00pm 
Contact: Gail Hunter 01173521499 

Stay and Play 
We are very pleased with the success of our 

regular Stay and Play sessions for under 5’s which 
take place every Thursday morning.  This term we 

have had to ask for an increased contribution 
from parents and carers, to £3 per session, in 

order to cover the costs of running the sessions. 
   

We hope that you will continue to support the 
sessions, which help the children get used to 

coming to school and are a great opportunity for 
the adults attending to share experiences too. 

Funding crisis for Nursery Schools 
 

You may be aware that there is considerable concern nationally about the low levels of funding awarded by 
central Government to support the specialist role of nursery schools.  Nursery school education is more 

expensive than other forms of pre- school care, and the funding allocated is not enough to cover costs.  Three 
and four year olds in nursery schools benefit from being in classes led by qualified teachers, who have the 

training and skills to assess children’s learning needs and plan for individualised learning steps.  Please do spread 
the word to build as much support as possible for a realistic level of funding to maintain the high quality of 

nursery school education.  Meanwhile, the school is having to make savings wherever possible. Any ideas you 
may have that will help in providing extra funds for the school will be most welcome! 

Woodwork 
After Easter all of our children will be doing some 

woodwork with Pete, our Artist Educator. Woodwork is 
more expensive than our usual activities due to the cost 

of the soft balsawood and nail/screws and other 
materials. Woodwork is a wonderful activity for the 

children and it has so much associated to learning and 
development. There will also be an opportunity to come 
in the Nursery and work alongside your child in Term 6. 

 
We would like to ask you for a voluntary contribution of 

£5 to make this activity possible for the children. 
Please pay at the school office if you would like to 

contribute. 

Car Seat Safety 
We would like to remind and share the importance of children using a child seat or booster seat in cars. The law 
requires all children travelling in the front or rear seat of any car, van or goods vehicle must use the correct child 

car seat until they are either 135 cm in height or 12 years old (whichever they reach first). Please see the 
following websites for more information: http://www.childcarseats.org.uk 

 

http://www.childcarseats.org.uk/

