
Phonics in Autumn Term at St Werburghs Park Nursery School. 

 

We want to give children the foundation, the building blocks and preparation to 

begin to read. Tuning in to sounds (auditory discrimination), Listening and 

remembering sounds (auditory memory and sequencing) and Talking about sounds 

(developing vocabulary and language comprehension) are what we will focus on at 

this stage in the year, through different aspects. 

 

Environmental sounds 

Sound Walks – explore your local green area or just go to the end of 

your road and encourage your child to listen to what is around them. 

Ask questions, wonder what certain sounds could be with them. 

Point out interesting sounds and label them.  

Sounds games online -  https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-

radio/eyfs-listening-skills/zbc4y9q Listen to these sounds with your 

child and work out what each sound could be. Different categories 

too! 

 

Instrumental sounds 

Make instruments – use boxes and bottles that would otherwise go into 

the recycling and fill with dried pasta/rice/lentils. You can even 

decorate them and then make some fun music together afterwards. 

Talk with your child about the difference of sounds in your instruments. 

Pot and Pan band - Grab some different shaped and sized kitchen 

pots/pans, some wooden and metal spoons and bash away.  

Search for UK Nursery Rhymes on Youtube but do not let your child watch them – 

just listen to the music. Put your phone up high and away from the child. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-listening-skills/zbc4y9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-listening-skills/zbc4y9q


 

Body Percussion 

What sounds can you make with your body/ face/ hands etc  

Singing favourite songs and nursery rhymes to a beat – tap out on your 

knees or another body part. Watch Mr Tumble’s Nursery Rhymes on 

CBeebies and encourage your child to sing along/ make up actions/ use the 

Makaton signing. 

 

Voice sounds 

Making different voices for characters in books. For instance the Big 

Bad Wolf might have a very deep voice and the Three Pigs a high 

voice. Talk about the difference in pitch.  

Play with silly voices “I’m doing a LOW voice, I’m doing a HIGH 

voice” etc. Make it funny! 

Singing in different pitches/ tones/ speeds and talking about it with your child. 


