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This information is available at www.whatsthestory.org.uk in the following languages:  

ਪੰਜਾਬੀ (Punjabi) 

زبان اردو  (Urdu)                                       

Française (French)                                   
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Español (Spanish)                                 

नेपाल (Nepalese)                            

  (Arabic)  عربى

বাঙািল (Bengali)                                 

Somali 

 (Farsi) فارسی 

 

Dear parent/legal guardian, 

We would like to invite your child take part in a national survey called ‘What’s the STORY’ to look at 
the levels of antibodies against SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19.  This study is being led 
locally by the Bristol Children’s Vaccine Centre, in collaboration with Public Health England. The study 
is being funded by the NIHR (part of the NHS) and is sponsored by the University of Oxford. This 
information will help Public Health England and the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) 
make decisions on how they manage the COVID-19 pandemic response now and in the future and 
accordingly has been granted National Public Health Emergency Priority status by the NIHR. 

Why has my child been invited to take part? 
We are seeking people aged from 0 - 19 years of age to take part in this study.  You have been 
approached because your child is within this age range and you live in the Bristol area.  Also, it is 
possible that your child is a member of the Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) community. If you 
have received this invitation through the mail this has been posted to you by either the National Health 
Applications and Infrastructure Services (who hold the central NHS patient database); or the Child 
Health Information Service (an equivalent NHS database); or by your GP surgery. Please note that the 
Bristol Children’s Vaccine Centre has not been given your name and address. 

What’s the STORY? 
(Serum Testing Of Representative Youngsters) 
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Why are we trying to recruit more participants from our Black, Asian or Minority Ethnic groups? 
The scientific communities understanding of SARS-CoV-2 is improving every day.  From the research 
carried out so far it has become clear that people from all minority ethnic groups (apart from Chinese 
and mixed-race groups) are at greater risk of becoming  sick with COVID-19 than the white population 
in the UK.  We need to understand why and tackle this urgently through health research. 

What’s the STORY study about? 
The STORY study was set up to help understand the STORY of infectious diseases in England.  When 
the COVID-19 pandemic began we adapted our study to see how children and young people had 
antibodies to the virus so we could compare this with the adult population.  Research so far shows 
that children are infected with the virus but most of the time they have mild symptoms.  We know 
from adult studies that individuals from BAME backgrounds are at higher risk from COVID-19.  We 
would like to find out why this is and if we see the same pattern in children.  Therefore, we would like 
to compare the number of people with antibodies against the virus causing COVID-19 from different 
backgrounds.  In our study so far we have not recruited many participants from Black, Asian and 
minority ethnic groups.  Currently your community makes up around 12% of our total sample size 
which is too few to learn about the differences.   

We are not actively looking to enrol individuals with known or suspected COVID-19, but instead want 
a snapshot of the general population. The test will not be able to tell if there is coronavirus present at 
the time of sampling. It is important to understand that we will not be providing individual participants 
(or their families) the results of their test. Although this might seem unusual, this is an important 
measure to try and make this study as accurate as possible. Put simply, we do not want to recruit too 
many people who feel they, or their child, might have had COVID-19 and ‘want to check’.  

What will happen? 
There is just one appointment, which will take place in a clinic near to where you live.  A study member 
will take a sample of blood from your child and ask you to complete a questionnaire.  We would also 
like to know which vaccines they have received and details of their medical history e.g. any illnesses 
or medicines that affect their immune system.  At the appointment we will ask you if you would be 
willing for the study team to approach you to take 1 to 3 additional blood samples at least 2 months 
apart, along with a saliva test. This is optional.  The reason why we are asking is we would like to 
understand how antibodies change over time to COVID-19.  To do this we would need to retest a 
selection of participants both those who were positive and those who were negative to see how levels 
change.  At each visit we would also give you a short questionnaire to ask about symptoms for COVID-
19 both for yourself and your household contacts. We use anaesthetic cream to numb the skin before 
the blood test and a play assistant will help to distract your child during the appointment.  The 
appointment will take around 45 minutes and you will receive a £20 voucher to compensate for time 
or expense if you have had to travel to a clinic. If you are going to be seen at home there will be no 
reimbursement.  

Who are the Bristol Children’s Vaccine Centre? 
The Bristol Children’s Vaccine Centre works within the University of Bristol and the University 
Hospitals Bristol and Weston (NHS) Foundation Trust and is an independent research team of doctors, 
nurses and researchers. We carry out research studies on prevention of infection in babies, young 
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children, teenagers and adults, and teach doctors and nurses about infections and immunisations right 
across the South West region. 
 
A full study information booklet is available at https://whatsthestory.web.ox.ac.uk/bristol or you can 
contact the study team at story-study@bristol.ac.uk or on 0117 3420160 if you have further questions 
or would like to register your interest.   

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr Marion Roderick  

Paediatric Consultant 

 


